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ñThank you for taking the time to be prepared.ò Michael Cantor November  2008           7 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO CERT CLASS # 12  

 
300 and counting!  CERT Class 12 marks a milestone of over 300 graduates of the 

City of San Juan Capistrano CERT program.  A special thanks to Mike Cantor for his 
tireless efforts, and to Tony Pointer, Sheree Ito and Ray Thompson for sharing their 
expertise and for ñtaking the time to prepare us!ò  

 
CERT Class 12 graduates: Luis Barajas, Ken Barker, Shelly Barker, Debi Brum, 

Roger Brum, Laurie Brumage, Catherine Croisette, William Fields, Linda Fryling, Jennifer 
Gillott, Rich Handy, Marc Hedgpeth, Andrew Holtz, Gary Johnson, Julie Ryan Johnson, 
Cheryl Marquis, Gary Marquis, Matthew McClain, Janice Posnikoff, Linda Renne, David 
Ritchie, Renee Ritchie, Ted Roberts, Joe Schiffer, Deborah Shuler, Doug Slavin, Kerilyn 
Stewart, Julie Wallin.



Large Animal Response Team (L.A.R.T.) 
By Don and Debby Sowers ï Board Members 

 
On October 15th an excellent LART lecture, Basic Horse Handling, was presented by 
Marc Hedgpeth.  Follow-up practical sessions by Marc Hedgpeth and Leslie Thompson, 
with assistance from Dr. Julie Ryan Johnson and Gail Zukow, were held on October 18th 
and 19th at Tar Farms.  This first LART Level I training session was exceptional, lots of 
fun and very informative.  Whether you were a novice or an experienced equestrian, you 
learned the basic techniques that will allow you to safely handle horses and other large 
animals in responding to an emergency. CERTs were taught the proper skills for 
approaching and safely leading a horse, precautions and getting comfortable being next 
to a thousand pound animal, picking up a horseôs leg, instructions for haltering and tying a 
horse to a fixed object with a quick release knot and making and using an improvised 
rope halter. Thanks to Marc and Leslie for the terrific training. 
 
And even if you are not an equestrian, it is highly recommended that all CERTs consider 
taking LART Level I training.  During an emergency response, involving horses or other 
large animals, Level I trained CERTs can help at animal sheltering sites by attending the 
horses.  After they complete Level II (loading skills) and Level III (transportation and trailer 
operations) training, CERTs will be qualified to respond to calls for assistance and 
transport large animals, such as horses. But keep in mind that CERTs who have not had 
LART Level I training can still volunteer to assist with errands and administrative duties at 
animal sheltering sites.  
 
The first LART Level I class was completed by: Ken Barker, Shelley Barker, Pam 
Bashline, Pat Bearden, Debi Brum, Roger Brum, Laurie Brumage, Michael Cantor, Holly 
Carlson-Schooley, Karen Davidson, Vivian Day, Jennifer Gillott, Emile Gunther, Sharri 
Hogan, Kathy Hooper, Sheree Ito, Gary Johnson, Julie Ryan Johnson, Ginny Kerr, Ward 
Kerr, Dee Monaco, Fiona Nelson, Peggy Nunes, Alan Oswald, Nina Payne-Ostensen, 
Marcos Perez, Tony Pointer, Dan Pinvidic, Janice Posnikoff, Doug Slavin, Debby Sowers, 
Don Sowers, Linda Renne, Sheila Smith, Paula Taylor, Peter Taylor, Marylin Wood and 
Gail Zukow.  



 

 

 

 
 

Many thanks again to Marc Hedgpeth, Leslie Thompson, Dr. Julie Ryan Johnson 
(and her horse ñBeauò) and Gail Zukow (and her horse ñSportò).  Each of them 
were very gracious in sharing their expertise and skills as CERTs completed Level I 
L.A.R.T. training at Tar Farms. 


